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Abstract 
For the last 4 decades, the philosophy of Sufficient Economy has become the country’s new approach to drive  strategies and 
policies in all fields of development for Thailand. Based on rationality and knowledge about the Sufficient Economy Philosophy, 
the philosophy is taking steps into the school curriculum and various school activities at all levels. A goal has been set for 
schoolchildren completing basic education to have better knowledge and understanding about this philosophy and be able to 
apply it in their daily life.  This study presents an evaluation of school activities in a project which aims to develop student’s 
desirable characteristics based on the Sufficient Economy Philosophy using a model of Context-Input-Process-Product (CIPP). 
The project recruited school administrators, teachers, students, and parents in Northeastern region of Thailand as participants for 
this study. Multiple sources of data have been obtained by in-depth interview, focus group discussion, and questionnaire. Both 
quantitative and qualitative methods were used to analyze the obtained data classified into four aspects such as context, basic 
factor, process, and product. Results indicated that the participants perceived all aspects in a high level and they responded 
positive perceptions toward the activities. 
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1. Introduction 
Thailand’s development policies in the past four decades focused mainly on economic growth based on 
capitalism or liberal economics.  It was then believed that by increasing the volumes of goods production and 
service, the increase in employment and the resulting benefits from economic growth would eventually bring a 
brighter life to the majority of people in the country, thereby wiping out poverty from the society.  However, as 
recent history has proved it, such is not the case.  The opening of Thai society to free trade and great influx of 
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foreign cultural influence without providing the people with adequate immunity had resulted in appalling rates of 
change in people’s value system, beliefs, ways of living and interrelationship among Thai people.  They have grown 
used to materialism and wouldn’t hesitate to indulge themselves in consumerism.  They have become more selfish 
and seem to lose their sense of public service.  The traditional regard for human dignity has been in the decline 
while the disregard for morality in living one’s daily life seems to be the social norm.  And worst of all is the  
disregard for traditional culture and wisdom.   Today there were very few people who care enough to transmit these 
to the younger generations (Ladda Silanoi & et al., 2009).  The decline in morality and sense of responsibility 
among the people has become so dangerously prominent that recently issued educational policies have tried to alert 
the public to the worsening of social values and moral standards.  The Department of Curriculum and Instruction of 
the Ministry of Education has taken the lead by asking schools and concerned people to  incorporate the philosophy 
of Sufficiency Economy that His Majesty the King has been promoting at various times and places as an alternative 
way of life in order to remedy the situation.  The essence of the philosophy is to recommend a middle way that is 
based on sufficiency – to be reasonably moderate of one’s own needs and to be perceptive of changes in the world – 
as a way of life for Thai people to have a sustainable development centering on the people’s well-being while at the 
same time able to maintain our Thai national identity.  The philosophy also stresses the need for Thai people to be 
self-reliant, to be able to keep pace with changes, to be able to apply knowledge and technology suitably and to be 
flexible towards changes while at the same time maintaining one’s moral and ethical values and honesty (Office of 
the Board of National Education, 2002).  Therefore suffice it to say that the Sufficiency Economy is a philosophy 
that recommends a way for people of all levels, i.e. the family, the community and the state to live a life of 
sufficiency as well as for the people who are involved in the economic and social development to be aware of the 
changes and act in the proper middle way accordingly. 
The current core curriculum of Basic Education of 2008 emphasizes the desirable characteristics of the future 
Thai citizens which include the 8 essential points of one’s love for country, religion and the monarchy; to be honest; 
to be well-disciplined; to love for learning; to live a sufficient life; to work hard;  to be proud of one’s being a Thai 
and to be of public-minded.  The schools are also allowed freedom to add any other needed desirable characteristics 
to be in line with their own emphases and school contexts and basing on the philosophy of Sufficiency 
Economy(Office of the Board of National Basic Education, 2009).  
The present research team members have studied thoroughly the philosophy of sufficiency economy and decided 
to take part in the spreading of its tenets in order to help develop desirable characteristics in the young learners and 
to elevate the level of teaching professional standard and in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy.  
The research study employed Stufflebeam’s CIPP Evaluation Model for data collection on the context, input, 
process and product aspects of learning institutions.  The collected data would be used as a guide to preparing 
learning activities for the development of the desirable characteristics of the young learners.  
2. The Sample  Group 
The sample group consisted of 3  school administrators, 40 teachers, 260 parents and 260  students in the upper 
northeastern region of Thailand who willingly participated in the study and were selected through a multi-stage 
sampling during  the  first  semester  of  2012. 
3. Research  Design 
The study followed the CIPP Model for data collection  including:  Context, Input, Process, and Product  The 
research   design  are presented  in Figure 1 as follows:   
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Figure 1.  Research  Design 
 
Research  Instruments 
The instruments used in the study comprised of the following tools: 
The tool for collecting quantitative data was a questionnaire on the assessment of learning activities that had been 
arranged for the development of desirable characteristics of students in accordance with the philosophy of 
sufficiency economy 
The tool for collecting qualitative data which included ; 
An in-depth interview form for using with the school administrators on subject of the assessment of learning 
activities that had been arranged for developing desirable characteristics of their students; 
A manual for conversing with the teacher groups on the subject of the assessment of learning activities that had 
been arranged for the development of desirable characteristics of their students; 
A manual for conversing with the student groups on the subject of the assessment of learning activities that had 
been arranged for the development of their desirable characteristics; 
A manual for conversing with the parent groups on the subject of the assessment of learning activities that had 
been arranged for the development of desirable characteristics in their children 
4. Methods  of  Analyzing  and  Verifying  the Collected  Data 
An analysis of qualitative data from in-depth interviews, group conversations and a reflection session, in 
accordance with the prescribed evaluation framework , was done through interpretation and a conclusion was made 
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basing on the form of logical induction,  the meaning, the relationship and the effects of the phenomena.  A content 
analysis was also made by relying on the experience of team members which was regarded as an important tool for 
the study 
An analysis of quantitative data from the questionnaire and assessment forms was done by means of using 
descriptive statistics of frequency, arithmetic mean, percentage and standard deviation in accordance with the nature 
of sample groups and variables under study and by using a computer SPSS program 
The collected data were analyzed in 3 steps as follows: 
The primary analysis step in which the researchers started to do the analysis of the data immediately after the 
collection of field data was completed to find the flaws in the method of data collection, to consider the richness of 
the collected data and to assure that nothing was missing 
The detailed analysis was made after each of the research steps was finished in order to establish conclusions for 
writing reports and feedback for concerned parties 
The concluding analysis was made after every step of the study was completed.  The researchers once more made 
a total analysis of the collected data in order to assess the developmental activities as a whole for making a 
conclusion and a discussion of the results of the study 
 
5. Result  of the study 
The data collected from responses to the questionnaire in-depth interviews and group discussions were analyzed 
in accordance with the CIPP Model. The findings are reported as follows; 
5.1. On the Context of Arranging Learning Activities for the Development of Desirable Characteristics  
The  context aspect, consisted of the preciseness of policy in activity management, and the spent budget in 
activity management, the building and site, the learning sources using in activity management, the school 
environmental condition was appropriate with activity management and community and parent participation in 
activity management.  Every division’ opinion was congruent in “High,” level and  the school administrators, 
teachers, students and parents, at in-depth interview sessions, all gave the same information that all the schools had a 
plan to arrange learning activities for the development of desirable characteristics in their students in accordance 
with the philosophy of efficiency economy, but lack of funds to support the plan had forced the schools to ask their 
communities to take part in their plans.  The schools had adequate venues and learning resources for the purpose and 
more were in the process of development.  School learning environment was fitting enough for the development 
plan.  Parents and community took part in the activities because the development of desirable characteristics 
according to the philosophy of sufficiency economy depended not only on the school but also the community and 
homes. 
5.2. On the Input Aspect  
The input  aspect  consisted of the administrators’ support, the teachers’ readiness, the students’ readiness before 
implementation, the support from parents/community, and the support from other work units were in “High,” level 
and  the school administrators, teachers, students and parents, at in-depth interview sessions, all opined that the 
school administrators played the greatest role in the development activities.  If the school administrators 
comprehended the need for the developmental plan, realized its significance and made a clear and workable 
planning for the arrangement of learning activities for the development of desirable characteristics, it would help 
hasten movements towards a greater development of the scheme.  This was also true of teachers’ readiness for 
taking part in the plan.  If teachers recognized the need for developing the desirable characteristics in their students 
and act in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy, they would become a major force for converting 
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policies into actual classroom practice.  Regarding student readiness for the development plan, it was recognized 
that the majority of present generation of students have a problem of over-spending and possess little public-
mindedness.  If they were allowed an opportunity to be trained in the learning activities they would be able to 
develop the desired characteristics.  On the matter of winning support from parents and community, it was found 
that parents and community were willing to provide support if they were asked to.   The support from school’s upper 
authority offices could be limited, but the problem could be solved by asking for assistance from other related 
offices such as local administrative organizations or private shop or company owners including learning resources in 
the community which could be made good use of.  
5.3. On the Process 
The  process Aspect consisted of the learning activity management for developing the desirable characteristic 
based on Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, the extra curricular management in school, the evaluation of activity 
management, the participation of parents/community, were in “High,” level  and  the school administrators, teachers, 
students and parents, at in-dept interview sessions, all opined that there were various forms of arrangements for the 
development of desirable characteristics of the students such as learning activities which integrated several basic 
education and supplementary courses and in the student development activities like public services and participation 
in other school and community development projects.  Also when coming to school the students participated in the 
school’s way of life in which they can observe the administrator and teachers’ behavior as a good model.  The 
students were assessed in each of the courses they attained by means of observing their conduct. Any misconduct 
found could be corrected instantaneously.  Some schools even had started their research projects for the 
development of desirable characteristics in their students 
5.4. On the Product 
The  product Aspect, consisted of the school had changes in environment and lifestyle in school as relevant to the 
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy.  The administrators had knowledge and comprehension, and behaved themselves 
based on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy.  The students had knowledge and comprehension, and behaved 
themselves based on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, had desirable characteristics.  The parents and 
community .  The students had knowledge and had knowledge and comprehension, and behaved themselves based 
on the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, in “High,” level and  the school administrators, teachers, students and 
parents, at in-dept interview sessions, all opined that the schools had embarked on a scheme to alter school 
environment and way of life to be in line with the philosophy of sufficiency economy.  The campuses had become 
cleaner and orderly, information plates were put up to provide the students with the philosophy of sufficiency 
economy, and learning resources in the school such as agricultural gardens, fish ponds, mushroom sheds, were set 
up for the students to visit and to learn from them.  Furthermore, the administrators have behaved themselves in 
accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy, i.e. no alcoholic drinking, no cigarette smoking, be 
economical but not luxurious spending, and not getting involved with any form of vices.  The teachers also behaved 
in the same way of their superiors’.  The students had also developed themselves in the desired characteristics such 
as learning how to manage their spending economically and rationally, to learn how to earn and save their money.  
They also take part in activities to save school and community’s environment.  On the aspect of social service, they 
formed groups for working to keep village streets clean, and on the aspect of cultural participation, they participated 
in religious activities in the monasteries, etc.  These student activities had, in turn, made the community and parents 
comprehend and realize the meaning and usefulness of the philosophy of sufficiency economy. 
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5.5. On the Difficulties and Solutions  
As it was in the first year of implementing the philosophy in schools, there were problems concerning the 
knowledge about it and the proper conduct in the way of desirable characteristics.  Many teachers, students and 
parents had not yet understood its purposes and therefore could not conduct themselves in accordance with the 
philosophy.  There was also problems stemming from in adequate supply of funds for its promotion for which 
efforts were made to mobilize community support for the plans. 
6. Suggestions  
Schools should have prescribe a clear action plan for the arrangement of learning activities aiming at developing 
desirable characteristics in their students in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency economy. 
School administrators are the ones who play the most significant role in the arrangement of learning activities for 
the development of desirable characteristics.  Therefore, they should be a visionary with a clear knowledge and 
understanding of the philosophy and to act a good example to their students. 
The teachers should be the ones to be transformed because they are the important educational resource for the 
transmission of knowledge and for instilling desirable beliefs and values in their students. It is therefore necessary 
for schools to help their teachers to learn and understand the philosophy of sufficiency economy so that, after the 
learning, they can properly serve as an example to their students, the parents and people in the community. 
There should be attempts to build up good environment and learning resources in schools and community that 
facilitate the development of desirable characteristics in the learners in accordance with the philosophy of 
sufficiency economy. 
There should be activities concerning the philosophy that allow participation of parents and people in the 
community. 
Teachers should operate on a clear development plan and a workable scheme for evaluating their students’ 
performance.  Applying new educational innovation to their instruction and using new research methodologies for 
the purpose of developing desirable characteristics in their students in accordance with the philosophy of sufficiency 
economy would no doubt result in a desirable outcome. 
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